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SIXTEENTH-CENTURY ANNOTATED BOOKS

A COLLECTION OF 30 EDITIONS IN 18 VOLUMES

Our patient Fathers trifling themes laid by,

And roll 6d ob6er | abouréd works tho
Page after page, tle much-enduring men
Explordédd the deeps and shall ows of

Till, every note and every comment known,
They markdéd the spacious margin wi

attent

t h

t h

Mi nute corrections provéd their studi

The little Index pointing told us where;
Andmanyanemendati on provdd the age

Lookdéd far beyond -gpagdee rubric of the

George Crabbe,The Library (1781), p. 7.

For the sixteenth-century student, marking and annotating books was
part of learning and annotation practices were taught in a fairly form al
way. For the more advanced scholar, an engagement with the text, pen
in hand, could also be quite formulaic, but would also reflect the
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increasingly personal. This small but varied collection i with an

emphasis on scientific and medical textsi provides examples of a wide

range of annotation practices and their development. The collection

exemplifies what Crabbe was well aware of in the eighteenthcentury,

that the pointing fists and annotati ons left in early books, proved the
6studious careb6 of for mer generations.
schol ars have begun to analyse how this
practice and to classify annotations. These copies add to our knowledge

of annotation practices in general and contain significant primary
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evidence for the study of the reception of the particular texts they
contain. Exemplifying many different types of annotation, this is an
ideal teaching collection while the unusually heavily annotated books it
contains will undoubtedly repay individual study.

Sixteenth-century printers were well aware of the needs of book
users, providing them with wide margins for notes and widely spaced
lines for interlinear translation. The latter is demonstrated in a
remarkable collection of 8 Greek texts bound together (no. 12). The
owner has made interlinear translations and added mariginal glosses,
but to the Greek texts only, ignoring or discarding Latin translations
and comment ar Opica.& Catapuid a is r@am a modern
perspective O6i mperfect 6, l acking the Latin text
use to which the owner wanted to put it when he had it bound,
remaking the book for his own use. Blank margins were not always
sufficient. The 1555 Avicenna (no. B) is bound interleaved with blank
paper on which the owner has added an extensive commentary, in
addition to his fairly copious marginal notes.

On the other hand, two books in the collection show how publishers
failed to provide for the needs of users, or their attempts to add value
were ignored. In the early decades of the sixteenthcentury, publishers
were reacting to annotation practices and the needs of readers by
printing the kinds of apparatus that book owners were in the habit of
providing for thems elves. Such additions include prefaces, tables of
contents, marginal glosses and indexes. The Aldine Celsus of 1528 (no.
2) is a good example of apparatus added by both the publisher and the
reader. The publisher provided a table of contents at the beginning, but
the contemporary owner wanted was an alphabetical index. He has
therefore compiled and written out his own index to have bound at the
end of the volume. The addition of the table of contents to the Celsus is
announced on the titlepage as a sellingpoint. So too was the accretion

of additional texts t hat wer eDeregul arl y added
sphaera (no. 24). In this copy of a Paris, 1561 edition by the successful

Paris publisher Guill aume Cavel at, successive o
annotated Saco boscobs text and | eft extensive interl i

glosses. But they have totally ignored the texts by Regiomontanus,
Vinet, Valeriano and Nufies. Probably the publisher need not have
bothered to include them; for these owners at least, the Sacroboso text
on its own was all that was wanted.

As more annotated books are catalogued and reproduced, evidence of
the different uses to which the same text can be put is making it
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possible to understand the range of responses to a particular work. This
is demonstrated by the earliest book in the collection, the 1506
Strasbourg edition afri Badigu oShipBir eamgit dsd r e
Fools (no. 1). The early owner has heavily glossed both the Badius
verses and his commentary, closely engaging with the textsIn contrast,
the owner of the almost identical 1507 edition in the Rosenthal
collection at Yale wused his copy to compare Bat
Locherés translation of the original
Perhaps the most striking book in the collection is the Aldine Juvenal
of 1535 which has an added commetary filling all the available white
space in a tiny hand. It must have been composed separately and copied
into the book, unlike the majority of annotations in other volumes in
the collection which, however neat, seem to have been written in as they
were composed.
The annotations in these books are by readers of whom we know little
or nothing. We can hope, however, that as more provenance files are
made available, their characters will be revealed through their books
and their responses to them. One annotator who can be identified is
Louis de Launay, a physician of La Rochelle. In his copy of Paulus
Aeginatae (1532, no. 3) he describes himself as
not yet a qualified physician. He studied the text in the humanist
tradition, underlining words in the text and transferring them to the
margins, with additional notes, as reading aids for later reference. But
he also, in two places used the book for longer notes to record actual
cases, perhaps encountered n his medical practice after his studies
were over.
Though primarily of interest for sixteenth -century annotation
practices, some of the annotations in these volumes could be later, and
two volumes certainly have later annotations, one annotated in the
sewenteenth-century, the other in the nineteenth. Firmicius 6
Astronomicon (1551, no. 12), is the working copy of an early
seventeenth-century astrologer. His notes, probably written over a
period of time, are of various kinds, including reading notes, glosses,
references to other works and dated astronomical observations. The
other book with later annotations shows an even longer working life for
a sixteenth-century book. For how long, the annotator of Dodoens De
stirpium commentariorum imagines (no. 23) has helped us out by a
little calculation on the titlepage, showing that 1818 is 259 years after
the bookds publication in Antwerp in 1559. The
has re-made the book as an upto-date botanical field guide, adding
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Linnean nomenclature and further identification notes in French. The
illustrations too have been enhanced by colouring some of the original
woodcuts, perhaps recording the colours of actual specimens; and fine
pen and ink sketches of details of plant structure, or whole plants not
figured in the original are added. And, just as the sixteenth-century
annotator of Celsus did, the Dodoens annotator has added an
alphabetical index on inserted leaves at the end.

The Dodoens reminds that it is not just texts that can be annotated.
In the Sacrobosco, there are annotations on many of the woodcuts, and
the 1591 Clavius Euclid has heavily annotated geometrical figures and
additional diagrams drawn in the margins.

PROVENANCE OF THE COLLECTION. This collection was put
together by Gabor Lukacs.At first interested in these books as
comparative material for his research on annotated Japanese medical
books, Lukacs intended to write a book on Western annotated books.
Having produced two major works on Japanese books in his retirement
from a career as a biochemist, he found this to be too big a task and
decided to part with the collection of western books offered here. Most
were acquired by Dr Lucaks through the Paris sale rooms over a
number of years.
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Physical volume 1

1. BADIUS ASCENSIUS,Jodocus (1462 1535) after Sebastian
BRANDT (1458i 1521).Navis stultifera
Basle, Nikolaus Lamparter, 1506.

B r a n ®ds dNarrenschiff , 6The ship of foo
the most frequently reprinted of the many moralizing works
satirising the follies and weaknesses of mankind. The famous
woodcuts, 75 attributed to the young Direr no doubt
contributed to its success, 36 editions being published between
1495 and 1513. However, this i
but a new text by the scholafi printer Bar dius Ascensius, written

to accompany the same images. The original woodcuts were re :
cut for Pierre Rivierebos Frenc = :
at Paris in 1497, and it was these blocks that Badius used forthe | @sesiaess
first edition of his work which he print ed in Paris in 1505. This R .
Basle edition is a reprint of the 1505 Paris edition.

References:VVD16 B 7078

4to: ai 84 104 of 108 leaves, LACKING al, a8, c2 and q1, ffi ikcii [1],

LACKING ff. i, viii, xiv and xciii. al is supplied in facsimile, a2 reversed

so that the verso is now the recto. Gothic letter in three sizes 110 of 115

three-quarter page (and one full page) woodcuts, mostly combined with

woodcut decorative borders on one side; woodcut
s4r, the verso blank.

Rubrication: paragraph marks, small initials and decorative borders to
the printed 2 -line initials all supplied in red; initial strokes in yellow.

Leaf size and condition: 193 x 133mm. Surface of woodcut on f. Ix verso
abraded to obscure the genitals of the subject; orroded ink stain in f.
Ixxxv leaving a hole in the paper affecting a few letters and the woodcut
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on the verso; light soiling throughout; light waterstains in the margins,
a few isolated ink stains.

Binding: twentieth -century black morocco with inlaid g reen panels on
the sides, original pastedown and free end leaves retained.

PROVENANCE.Thr ee owner s namelsannesfremim ecor ded: 1. ¢
est possessor OMwii ws ILibriumd ?dngartially erased©6
free endleaf, recto); 2. Martinus pontanus e st pracus [ ?] huius | ibri o}
(front free endleaf, ver so) ; 3. ONunc |l oannes W
Ariesnensis [?]6 (front free endleaf, verso).

ANNOTATION. The front free endleaf has a series of epithets from
Horace, Walter of Chatillon, Vergil, Ovid, and Mar tial. The text is

heavily annotated with interlinear and marginal notes on almost every
page, mostly related to the verses printed at the top of the page, but also
to the prose commentaries. In some cases the annotations fill the entire
margins, with lines drawn to the words being annotated. There are
possibly three hands at work.

1 oanmn & ,\m" /mw?
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L Jequnt wons

¢ pubem macram: preoydiainflammata, dolentia,dura, tumida g

L STIBER
Mals fignaegrotantiom.  Caput. TIIN.

Ontra grauis morbi perioulum eft: ubi fipinus aq
iacet porveétis manibus, ¢ cruribus « ubi vefid ol
st ¥n ipfo aouti movbi impets, preapucg; p
wibus laborantibus. ubi nocturna wi glia premit
i etiam [i interdin fomnus aaeditiEX quo txmen peiop
eft,.qui inter quartam horam, ¢ nodfem:§ qui matuting tempore a
guartem.Peffimum temen ft [; fommus neqs nochu negs interdiss aam
dit. id enim feré fine omtinuo dolore effenon poteft-Aegs uero fignig
malum eft etiam fompo ultra debitum wrgerizpeinss quo mags f6
[opor interdiu noctsg; comtimuar-saali etiam morbi teftrmonium, eft
sehementer, ¢ crebro fbirave: fexto die capiffe inborreferre:plug.
expuere:uix excreare:doloré habere aontinuit:difficulter ferre mor
bumiactare brachia g crura: fine woluntzte lachrymare: babere
bumorem glutinafim dentibus inherentem:outé cirat umbili

:ma g fihec dextra parte,3 finiftra fint:periculofiffimmum ta.
men eft: [i wenze quoq; ibiuehementer agitantur.mali é¢ morbi fignis,
eft, ninnis celeviter emacre(eye:atput et pedes, manusq; atlidas habe,
ve:uentre, ey lateribus frigentibus,aut figidasextremas partes aon,
fo morbosrgente:aut poft fiudorem inborvefiere:aut poft Homitis fin

' lemm offe:wel vubere odlos:aut poft npiditaté aibi,poft we longss fe.

es biic fifhdivezaut muleit fidare, maximeq; frigido fudore:aut ha
bere fudoves non pertorum corpus equales , quig; febrem non fini=
ant:gr cas febres,que atidie empore eodé veuextantuy: queve fems.
per pares aazffiones habeant: neq; tevtio quog; die leuentur,que'ne
antinsent ut per ac(Jiones increfaint:per difce[fiones tantum mol=
liantur:nec unquam i
watur quidem febris: fed eque tintt - Peviculofum eft
eticm poft arquatum morbii fibrem ovivi utiq; fi precordia dextra,
partedura manferune: ac dolentibus by lenaNulla gonta febris lews
&r terreve nos debetineqs unguam in acutz febre, aut & [omno nom *

eft tervibilis neruorum diftentio timeve &t ex [smno, mali morki ot

Yeemi i prima febre protinus mentem ¢ffe turbatam:memlrim e

grim avpus dimittant. veffimum eft fi nele

] SECVNDVS. ‘ﬁi : 14
= Enmi!dgft‘mgtgdb_a_uigiﬂ&_ & fed in phrenitids ma
5 .Al:-'ll aite mala cft ex oo fuppre[Ja:Peviculofietii que inter
: wens, onguiefiere hominem in cubili non patiurintigs fi quod
ﬁ&‘f:"‘“ oft perliquidum,aut albidum,sut pallidum,aut pumans:

haec perioslum oftendit id quod exaxrnirur, fi eft ex}uh’,glu
“!;,,,,lmr,all:m, idems fubpallidumsuel [i eft aur vidum aut
h‘l" G, aut criientum aut peiorss odoris | quem ex anfietydine. ;
stalvm eft etiam, quod poft longas febres [incerim eft..

De signis longe ualetudimis.  Capus. v,

Oft heec inditia notum et Jongum morbi fiexi: fic enins
p  mez[fe tnifiocidie.Negsulla alia fpes i malis magnis
eft;g ut impetum morbi trahendo,aliquisefagrat:pora
rigaurgs in id tempus quod cgrationi locum praftet -
provinus 17 [igna quedam fine:ex quibus alligere poffionus morbis
@ [inon ineremerit:longays 5 tempuss habisurum. v bi frigedus fis

dor inter febres non acutas arat aput tntum,¢r @EIHIEs oTIteYs e wiyit

aut ubi febrenon quiefente corpus infiudat: aut ubi corpus modo fii
modo atlidum eft,¢g wlor alius ex alio fit: aus ubi quod in-
ter febres aliqua parte abfeeffit,ad fanitaté nd perueniz: aus ubi egey

pro [paco parum emacrefGi.1t¢ [ wring modo liguids.et puraceft: 2.,

modo habet quedi [ubfidentia:fi leuis,atq alba,rubraue funt que
inea [ubfidiic:aut [t quafdi quafi maoulas reprefentzs:eut i bullu-
las exaaty
s De indicijs mortis,  Caput. V1.

- edinter hee quidem propofito met [pes txmen [i-
pereft.Ad ultima uero iam ueneum effe teflantur na
ves aute,wllapfa empora,oanli onati, frigrde,lan

ideq; aures,g* im's partibus leniter uerfe: aatis

drat frontem dura,et intentz:mlor aut niger,aut per

palidus: multog; ma gs [iits hec fune = ut negswiglia precfferit,
neg uentris ve/olutio negs inedia-Ex quibus atufis in'erdum hec fpe

des oriur:[ed wio die finitur-Ttags dintins dsirans mortis index eft-

Siuero in morbo uetere iam triduo txlis eft: in propinguo mors eft: i,
mgx:q; [z preter hecoauli quoqs lumen refugrintet illachrymangs 0= sime =
94231 bis albaeffe debent,rubefount:args innifdem uenule pallée: - 1154 “74n~
Pituitnd; in his imnatis niauiffime angulis inherefcic:altergs ex bis
minor eft:hiqs aut uehementer fubfederunt:aut facti omidiores fints ~

-

aliguod offe refolutum : ex quio cif i wita veddituy: temen id
fere membrum Jebilituuv.\qr:omn{r m perianlofus of finere P,
tuite uel bily:peioyq; fi uividus,aut mger oft . At mala wring ftym ¢
qua _ﬁcbﬁdum uelyubra,aut linida deterior in qra quali fila quedi
tenuiiayat alba:peffima ex bis,fi tang ex fierfiribus fidtas nubecua
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Physical volume 2

2. CELSUS, Aulus Cornelius; Quintus SERENUS SAMMONICUS.
Libri VIII guam emendatissimi .. . accecit index in Celsum, et
Serenum sane quam copiosus.

Venice, Aldo Manuzio and heirs of Andrea Torresano, 1528.

The Al dine edi Dea wmadicina fcom@red withs
S e r e Madicidalis edited by Giovanni Battista Egnazio (ca.
1478155 3) . The oO6index copiosus:
table of contents, repeating the headings in the text. The lack of
an alphabetical index was clearly felt by an early owner of this
copy who has provided one in manuscript.

References: Renouard 105:1; CNCE 10745; Adams C1241,
Durling 908; Choulant p. 168. R

i .

8vo: -8ai sBt4ui x8(blank t4), 172 leaves, ff. [8] 164. Italic letter, initial
spaces with guide letters, Aldine anchor device on title and verso of last .
leaf.

Leaf size and condition: 202 x 124mm. Light foxing and soiling

Binding: gilt and gauffered edges from a former binding; rebound in
morocco (twentieth -century).

PROVENANCE.Bookplate of Dr F.A. Sondervorst dated 1962.

ANNOTATIONS. Extensively annotated and underlined in a fifteenth -
century hand, or possibly two hands, and a 24 page manuscript index in
double columns in another hand bound in at the end. The manuscript
section was inserted before the edges were gilt and gauffered. The
lavish edge treatment suggests that the copy was originally in a fine
binding, probably of the sixteenth -century. There are no annotations on
the titlepage and there are no clues to the identity of the annotator or
annotators and index maker. The majority of the annotations in the

text, up to a 12 or more per page of one or a few words each, are in a
light brown ink in a neat hand, and continue f or the whole of the Celsus
text (ff. 17 145). These appear to be reading aids copying or expanding
on words in the text, including Greekwords; another hand, or possibly
the same annotator at a later date used a reddishbrown ink, but was

11
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only at work up to the end of Book IV (f. 61v). The Serenus is
unannotated and none of the index entries refer to it. The index entries
are sometimes to printed headings, others refer to subjects within the
body of the text. They seem to bear no relationship to the anndations
and there are no marks made in the text to create the index, which
might have been made on separate slips. Annotator and indexer appear
to have had different interests.
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Physical volume 3

3. PAULUS AEGINATAE (7th century). Opus de re medica
Paris, Simon Colines, 1532

The first Latin edition of
encyclopaedia, based on Galen and Oribasius. The Greek text
was first printed by Aldus in 1528. The text used in this
translation by Johannes Guenther von Andernach (1505
1574),Vesal i usd teacher in Paris
of additional manuscripts. Two other Latin translations, from
the unimproved Aldine text, were published in the same year,
by Andreas Cratander in Basle and by Lucantonio Giunta in
Venice. The last important work of Greek medicine, it was
translated early into Arabic and was a major influence on
Muslim medicine.

References: Renouard, Colines, pp. 188i 89; Durling 3551,
Choulant p. 142.

Folio, + AT +B8 +C?* Aai Cc8; a* b8 ci d&; AA4 bbi ii8; aaat bbbi ddd8; *A4
Ai B®; AA4 BBi EE8 FF19, *AAA“4 AAAT KKK (i blank KKK8), 309 of 310
leaves, pp.[40] 47 [1 blank]; [8] 39 [1 blank; [8] 127 [1 blank]; [8] 48;

[8] 24; [8] 83 [1 blank]; [8] 158, without the blank KKK8. Text in

Roman | etter, O6HBkpahnottonsectongaod i & (

shoulder notes in Italic, the latter with a few words of Greek. Large
woodcut pri nt er&and3direc¢ribléipitiale.n t i t | €

Leaf size and condition: 220 x 335mm. Title -leaf and last leaf
dustsoiled and margins frayed; a few minor marginal waterstains,
brown stains on FF4i 6, small round worm holes in lower margin for
the first half of the book; otherwise a fresh clean copy.

Binding: seventeenth-century vellum boards, blind panelled sides with
centrepiece stamps, evidence of ties plain endleaves, red sprinkled
edges. Joints repaired, later lettering piece.

PROVENANCE.1. Louis de Launay, physician of La Rochelle (16th
century) with inscription on tit]l
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